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Meeting  with  ARCO Aluminum  

Harry  Keltz  and I met with  Don Ryan and Steve Seifert  of ARCo Aluminum  

on September  7, 1983. The purpose  of the meeting  was to discuss  the August  

emissions  from the plant  (fluoride).  

ARCo explained  that  their  emissions  for  the month of August  exceeded  

the  state  emission  standards  of 2.6 lb/ton  of aluminum  produced.  The 

approximate  readings  for  the past  few weeks are as follows:  

4.34  first  week of August  
3.52  second week of August  

3.72  third  week of August  

3.10  fourth  week of August  

2.34  first  week of September  

ARCo explained  that  the increased  emissions  were due to several  reasons;  

1. Coke. ARCo was forced  to use coke from their  Cherry  Port  facilities  in  

Washington.  This  coke caused some oxidation  and shatter  problems  in  

the  pots.  The pots  were, therefore,  broken  frequently  allowing  

fluoride  emissions  to escape more frequently  than  normal  operations.  

New Personnel.  The plant  has recently  started  up another  pot line.  
There  were many people  who were new at their  jobs  and did  not make 
the  necessary  effort  to keep the pots  sealed.  ARCo felt  that  this  
is  a training  problem  and that  it  will  be solved  in  the near future.  

The Department  discussed  the possible  enforcement  actions.  The 
Department's  actions  from violations  are discretionary,  Some of the likely  
possibilities  are below:  

a. take  no action,  
b. encourage  voluntary  compliance  through  warnings  and the like;  
c.  issue  a Notice  of Violation  and an Order  to Take Corrective  Action,  

Don Ryan also  discussed  the possibility  of declaring  this  a malfunction,  
since  it  was an unavoidable  failure  of the process  equipment,  The Department  
seems a little  reluctant  to call  this  a malfunction,  but will  consider  
the  option.  

The Department  decided  to take  no action  until  the emissions  report  is  
received  in  October.  A decision  on malfunction  and/or  any enforcement  action  
will  be made at that  time  
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